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4.  ON FIRST COMMUNION

Sept. 6 [1874].

I am very anxious that you should make your first
Communion as befits so great an action, but I feel
intensely that no one can prescribe to another the mode
of so doing. I can only advise you to pour out your
heart spontaneously and lovingly to our Blessed Lord,
Speak to Him quietly and tranquilly whatever comes
into your soul, whether it be thanksgiving, adoration,
or love. Do not be over-anxious; men often spoil their
communion by undue activity of the soul and a certain
tumultuous fear lest they should not receive it as well
as possible. It is even recommended at the moment
of reception to honour our Lord by an adoring silence,
simply remembering that He is there and bidding Him
work His own will in the soul, only afterwards have
recourse to your book to help you to thank Him for
His great love. The best preparation is a good con-
fession, which will cleanse your soul and clothe it in
a wedding garment to receive Him. Our Lord has a
peculiar love for the soul which He has reconquered
after it had wandered from Him, and which comes to
Him with a strong desire to dedicate and sacrifice all
its future to His service. In that great act, as in every
other, it is God Himself who does the greatest part,
and the soul has only to present itself to Him with an
earnest desire of doing His Holy Will. I shall say
Mass for you when you communicate, and I trust that
our Lord will help you to receive Him as you should.

5. FREEMASONS' SCHOOLS.   6, MEMORIAL WINDOW

[Undated.]

i. I see no objection whatever to your exercising your
vote in consequence of past subscription. You have
so bravely and publicly disconnected yourself with
freemasonry that no one will mistake your voting for
adhesion to a forbidden society. My only difficulty is
about the education given at these schools* The ttse
of an Almshouse or Home presents no difficulty. You
must yourself judge whether there be anything objec-
tionable in the kind of'education given at these schools*